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Miami Gardens mayor-elect shares her vision 
 
BY CHRISTOPHER SANDERS  
Special to The Herald  

The newly incorporated city of Miami Gardens faces challenges as it seeks to get off the ground and needs 
the patience of residents eager for change, Mayor-elect Shirley Gibson said. 

But the city -- the third largest in Miami-Dade -- holds out hope for a better future, Gibson told an audience 
of around 40 at the third annual Summer Luncheon in Overtown. 

''We have been told that we are poor and in many cases we internalize that. But we are not poor,'' Gibson 
said while discussing the newborn municipality at the luncheon Saturday at Culmer Neighborhood Service 
Center, 1600 NW Third Ave. 

''We are what a true city or community should look like: It's not too rich, it's not middle-class, it's not too 
poor,'' she said. ``It's an opportunity for everybody in those groups to move up a notch.'' 

Opportunities exist in both the commercial and educational sectors in the city, said Gibson, who was 
elected with 88 percent of the votes cast in elections on June 24. 

''Within our borders you'll find Calder Race Track, Pro Player Stadium, numerous car dealerships and large 
furniture stores,'' she said. 

''We have a historically black college in Florida Memorial, we have a university and law school at St. 
Thomas, we have two high schools -- Miami Norland Senior High, Carol City Senior High,'' Gibson said.  

The Super Bowl, which will be played at Pro Player Stadium in 2007, will provide a boost for the city, 
Gibson said. 

Miami Gardens was scheduled to conclude its first election Tuesday with runoffs for four City Council seats. 
The newly elected government was scheduled to meet Wednesday night, tonight and July 31. 

The luncheon, sponsored by Intune, Nadia Pierre & Associates and Janet Dixon Corp., is a yearly 
opportunity for area residents to fellowship and communicate with government officials, Janet Dixon, CEO 
of Janet Dixon Corp., said at the luncheon. 

Dixon later said in a phone interview that Gibson was invited to speak because she will head an important 
new Miami-Dade city. 

''This is something exciting,'' Dixon said. ``Her city will be one of the largest municipalities in [Miami-
Dade]. It is very exciting to have a young black woman as mayor of a city this size.'' 

It was Gibson's first public speech since she was elected to head a city that, with a 77 percent black 
population, is Florida's largest majority black city. Miami Gardens had 109,000 residents. 
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''We have to build a city from the ground up; it is a major challenge,'' Gibson said in an interview just 
before she spoke at the luncheon. ``We don't even have a telephone number. And we realize that there 
are a lot of expectations, but with a plan that citizens can understand and engage in, we can meet the 
challenge. 

``Our citizens are so eager to have a single location they can come to with their questions and ideas, but 
we have to be careful to communicate to them that it will be a process and things will take time.'' 

But not everything will take time, she said. 

''Something we can start immediately is the beautification of the city, which many of our citizens have 
called for,'' she said. 
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